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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and inter-
ested organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/
BigCircle. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the
latest issue has been posted on the Web. The publication
can be viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.
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Children from the local community watch as the tree outside of gate two
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Attorney joins Marine

This edition’s interview is with
Capt. Jonathan P. Stevens, Office
of the Staff Judge Advocate

Editor: Please tell me about
your job.

Stevens: I am the foreign
criminal jurisdiction officer for
Okinawa. I teach classes about
Japanese law to all status of
forces agreement personnel who
are new to the island.

Editor: Why did you decide
to become a legal officer?

Stevens: I grew up in Mary-
land and attended law school
at the University of Cincinnati
in Ohio. During my last year
of law school I was not sure
what I was going to do when I
received my degree. I had gone
to a number of different inter-

views for some of the law firms
in the area and I had applied to
a couple of different places, but
I could not get excited about
the jobs they were offering. 1
couldn’t see myself spending
twenty to thirty years of my life
doing something that T didn’t
have passion for. Then, about
a month into my last semester,
a Marine officer came to talk
about what it is like to be a
lawyer in the Marine Corps,
and I knew that this was the
right fit for me. I wanted to use
what I had learned to become
part of something larger and
more important than myself.
The Marine Corps gave me a
chance to use my legal training
to serve my country and help
others while getting paid to
live in interesting places like
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Okinawa, which I probably
never would have gotten to see
otherwise.

Editor: I've heard that the
Marine Corps sends candidates
to law schools, but you already
had a degree in law. Did the
Marine Corps provide any other
training?

Stevens: Yes, in order to be
a judge advocate in the Marine
Corps you have to have already
gone to a civilian law school and
passed the bar exam in at least
one of the 50 states. I was al-
ready trained and licensed as an
attorney by the time I accepted
my commission, but I still had
a lot to learn about military
law and military life. Before 1
could begin learning how to be

a Marine lawyer, I first had to
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Corps to serve country

learn to be a Marine officer. All
officers need to go through a
total of nine months of training
during which time they learn
basic leadership skills, tactics,
Marine Corps history and what
it means to be a Marine. The
training was tough, but it taught
me a lot and made a big differ-
ence in my life.

Editor: How do you spend
your off-hours and weekends?

Stevens: I like to explore
Okinawa as much as possible.
like to go hiking on the trails on
the northern end of the island,
go snorkeling on some of the
reefs, and see the local history
like Shuri Castle. There really is
a lot to see and experience here
on the island, so I can usually
find something to keep me busy.
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The fall edition was just another great issue. I was especially moved by the
story “Tomodachi-fostered friendships continue.”

I am sure the children brought back with them precious memories from
their experience of reuniting with Marines who helped them in their time of
need after the earthquake and tsunami and meeting generous host families.

Thank you!

Toshiyuki Higuchi, Nagoya City
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I have been receiving the Big Circle for many years, I don’t know how
many ... I enjoy it because I can learn about various activities of the Marine
Corps. The volunteer spirit of Marines always impresses me, and I was happy
to know about Operation Tomodachi in response to the March earthquake. I
was not directly affected, but I am appreciative of the operation.

I will continue to follow the activities the Marine Corps engages in.

Yuko Saka, Toyoake City, Aichi Prefecture
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On the beautiful autumn day in September, kindergarten classes were having
an athletic day at the Ishikawa Beach Park. With the music and cheering from
the sporting event in background, a group of Americans was quietly collect-
ing trash at the beach. They were neither talking loud nor telling jokes, but just
quietly picking up trash and putting it in plastic bags.

When I spoke with them, I found they were Marines from Camp Hansen.

Doing volunteer activities has still not become a common practice for
many in Okinawa. I hope more people learn from their philosophy that those
who can help, help those who can’t.

I would like to thank them for cleaning the Ishikawa Beach.

Sueko Yonamine, Uruma City
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Nirai, Marine Corps fire departments
extinguish Kitamae warehouse blaze

Hiroko Tamaki

Marine Corps Base Fire and Emergency Services
provided support to the Nirai Fire Department Head-
quarters in response to a blaze in Kitamae, Chatan
Town, at the request of the Japanese police Oct. 26.

“Our crews worked side-by-side with host-nation
firefighters. Our trucks supported theirs, and their
trucks supported ours,” said Scott Minakami, regional
fire chief for Marine Corps Base Fire and Emergency
Services, which consists mostly of Japanese fire-fight-
ers.

The fire started in an electrical warehouse in Kita-

mae around 3:15 p.m. and spread to surrounding build-

ings. The MCB F&ES dispatched two fire engines
and two support vehicles.

“A powerful squad of many firefighters and vehicles
came to the scene, and it was really helpful,” said Kei-
ichi Teruya, chief of the Disaster Prevention Section,
Disaster Prevention Division, Nirai FDH.

“The U.S. Marine Corps has more powerful fire
engines in terms of the size of hoses and capability of
pumps,” Teruya said. “They also dispatched a fire lad-
der truck, which we did not need to use fortunately.”

“First arriving unit was on scene within five minutes

of the initial request with a chief officer two minutes
behind,” said Minakami.

“The Marine Corps fire response team arrived
quickly, about the same time as the Japanese fire
engines,” said Kenichiro Shimoda, the owner of the
warehouse.

A Nirai Fire Department command post was estab-

lished, allowing for a unified command structure. A
MCB F&ES chief officer was assigned to the com-

Firefighters with Marine
Corps Base Fire and
Emergency Services and
Nirai Fire Department
Headquarters worked
side-by-side at the blaze
in Kitamae, Chatan,
Oct.26. 10A26HI(C
JEARRTILAI TR EL X
KT, BEEEME,
ga:a»ﬁﬁw&&m
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Hl=>7=. Photos by %_
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mand post and coordinated the MCB F&ES’s portion
of the operation.

According to Minakami, the initial assignment
from Nirai FDH was to engage firefighting operations
on the west side of the building. MCB F&ES was
later assigned to assist in performing search and rescue
operatios in an adjacent building directly behind, as
the fire had extended to the second floor of one of the
apartment buildings.

“The Marine firefighters conducted a search opera-
tion in overwhelming heat and smoke, taking turns
with the Japanese firefighters. We were grateful that
they worked with us in that severe situation,” said
Teruya.

“In fact, we learned how to operate in a severe situ-
ation from Marine firefighters at their facility during
the joint training, so (the operation) showed that the
training was useful. The communication went very
well, and it was also thanks to the training.”

The MCB F&ES and Nirai FDH conduct training
on regular basis to fulfill their obligations under the
Mutual Emergency Operations Agreement. The agree-
ment was made January 20, 2009, to provide better fire
protection in each other’s area of responsibility. The
response demonstrated the success of the agreement.

“We have a great working relationship with the local
fire departments near our installations. (The) response
was a textbook definition of how well that relationship
works,” Minakami said.

Twenty-two MCB F&ES personnel were dis-
patched to the scene. Camp Foster’s Provost Marshal’s
Office also responded with two vehicles, which helped
control traffic and kept nearby civilians at a safe dis-
tance.




| 54::%*%.&::@%% £ ¢

mﬁmaztémtﬁtﬁibtxﬁr

HET L IN— I BT R 167 E$®%$b5£
E%&#T:%( 124K 5 S AT X HTE XD
.——/LO

R L IN—MRTERECO XM D L - 1+
RuEUTRIK T MRy SATIRRIL IS MK Q7T

BRI H I HTR O #6 O 4° (00 QTR R
MO QATERBHYINEE D E M0 QFZRER M0
10 SATIRBH VAR D46 D3 | UEDO° T LIN—
MRTIRR QRIK T Ho\) QMR MK < TR
q0°
XRB R PRONRIZC R IKEIIOMR
+_._lu\ Eﬂ@z&.@[ﬁﬁwb \J° \nP__/ %_.ﬂ.ﬁ
B ATRE NIV S I HRE P °
TN AR K B © BIR RRMIE YK S RELHH | 8K
W Mo k) 5T D — S <FIVBIERK NS VK
MUBRRDH N | AUkEO W°
REIHMELN T 16 42° THNIR CHHIETS” £—XE
KHAVURENNSHBLBVUSRBREIE S 2 Vo
H6° BOMUBPHOMNV CHOMNGRT VLol
S Qo W HEBH6 O | AR 4°
NIRRT THR | B RBRIRYFEIIONES
DTV D 0 RO NS RIS T
HI N R mHE O H6 D4 | AT O4°
BRIK LD S ¥EIIND . M-8 | Bt TN
PEILHR O N6 MK S AR HS TS [T
%/\\bD_CL#E eV SEES
BRITRNVEER NN || IN AR IS

E%éh L IN—IRTER 5 S FTHE H AT+
ENHES T © X a0 Fa R 1o N0 S 1 [y .S 49°
ARV NN 1INV RKFERO
HSEFCTRMREIMEEL LS ENEL RN
N —L oI X R o 0 [T ] K S #X
FEATER YRR o L ORI S 5 10°
REIHRUN T MR CIMuA” A8 IS
BIKVE ST MK SAEEREUK I L <& Hk
BRI O v S D4° EETS KR S iR O
T(h?%ﬁUiLt_&ﬁkﬁiﬁﬂ%ﬁ&

W

Circlehtml o

7
Ty

e/Big

TS

3 .&l;\luéogﬂrcl

i.okinawa.usm
L ps ' ¢

o

KRHRY O SR I SEMRNE O Wi
OV DANQOFRMPOOLEL FESR
BRI MMurd | &—NTNQYhwv
50 NCHRECTRKIV M| AUMEO °
HNHGSATIRMI | [INER K a1 AT
HEELRLES OB N WS HRE
AOEREWEONMNSNR [EREEH RKIRC
PRORFRSDO 0 2D UXEROFRUS
Nooolt—MMYEEWLLPEK
SR S FEE CREK I EOL°
AR MNEPERIEEIZCITEN-Y o
B SERERENH SN Sk CECKRET
R VORBREERLSRYHhWVERPNR
WIR KRR DO | UlfE e
EHRHETRR Q0 R HF D H+
AN N XB— @ﬁ%%%iﬁzﬁ%ﬁéb
?Kﬁ%ﬁ%_$ﬁ H<EE ; A
(X - Ik HAER RN

e W
Yol L.



TETOL 8K ALY
mcvyvA& I MLER
sBie Al RlcywCT o0
FHRIZARBILZCLT @&
CTanb B2 T
ENET IR NS
4
BERFELVEEED 5
~35UgOLES A
XA 1 bYTZhfy
" hETARLVELS R
E5g s cXBLEBD
E6ZyNY T ChAR
BSCZ28BR &I

American,

Hiroko Tamaki

'The sport of baseball enjoys strong popu-
larity both in the United States and Japan. In
fact, for many Japanese, baseball represents
America since it is where the sport migrated
from. Many Japanese players, professionals
and young boys alike, yearn to play in the
Major League.

Japanese children from Akamichi El-
ementary School may have felt a step closer
to the dream when they played with their
American hosts at the Camp Foster sports
complex Sept. 24.

Twenty players of the Akamichi Gold
Stars were invited to Camp Foster along
with 10 parents for a friendship game with
17 members of the Cardinals, an American
recreational-level team from Camp Court-
ney. The Japanese and American players
were mixed and then divided into two
teams.
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Japanese youth form

friendship through baseball

“The children don’t get a chance like this,
so playing with American children is very
good for them in terms of learning about a
different culture,” said Yoshitaka Shima-
bukuro, team manager of the Akamichi
Gold Stars. “The children have been looking
forward to this rare opportunity.”

“American players were always smiling no
matter if they were winning or losing, and
that made me understand they really love
baseball,” said Ayumu Nakazato, a 12-year-
old student of Akamichi Elementary School.

Nakazato said he had a great time as he
made many American friends and even hit a
home run.

“When I hit the home run, the pitcher of
the other team clapped his hands and said
‘nice batting.”

American players also enjoyed the chance
to play with local students in a friendly
atmosphere.

“This is the highlight of the year,” said

Martin Jones, a coach for the Cardinals.
“When we play regular games we play to
win, but this is a friendship game so we play
to enjoy and learn about culture.”

“We invite teams from schools in neigh-
boring local communities,” said Hideki
Yonaha, recreation specialist with Marine
Corps Community Services Semper Fit
Youth Sports, who organized the game.
“Different schools come to play every week.”

Yonaha and his colleagues coordinate
with local teams and decide what types of
equipment should be used because the balls
and bats used at Japanese elementary schools
are slightly different than those the young
American players use.

MCCS plans sporting exchanges
throughout the year. The baseball and
softball season starts in August and ends in
October, basketball and cheerleading season
is November through February, and soccer
season is from March to June.

{ Patric Lewallen with the Cardinals from Camp Courtney
- e # swings at a pitch during the friendship game held at the
by L | Camp Foster sports field Sept. 24. 98248, v+ > 7 -
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Players of the Japanese team Akamichi Gold
Stars and the American team the Cardinals
congratulate each other after the friendship

== game held at the Camp Foster sports complex
| Sept. 24. The Japanese and American players

were mixed and then divided into two teams
forthe game. 9F24HICF+ > T - 74+ A%
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As is Japanese tradition, I bet the Big
Circle readership did a big year-end clean-up

and welcomed the new year in spotless homes.

In America, and western countries in gen-
eral, the thorough cleaning of one’s home is
referred to as “spring cleaning” as that is the
time when many people clean every corner
of their home after spending relatively more

time indoors during the colder winter months.

In the Marine Corps, however, a big
cleaning takes place not once a year but
once a week,
normally on
Thursdays, and
it is referred to

Field Day

Jarhead

Jargon
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by Marines as > - —1 &RA
“field day.” 7 4 -)D ]‘ () T &= THIET.
Marines BEMKE

normally drop

whatever they are doing Thursday afternoons
to clean their offices, barracks rooms and
common areas. Noncommissioned officers
inspect the rooms of junior Marines Friday
morning to ensure their areas are cleaned

to the extent that meets the Marine Corps’
standard. The entire room has to be tidy,
walls have to be wiped, books on the shelves

have to be straightened, shoe laces have to be

neatly tucked in and the heels of all footwear
aligned, trash cans have to be empty, window
blinds are thoroughly wiped, and beds, or
“racks” as Marines call them, are made
tightly enough to bounce a coin off them.
Even the inside of their small refrigerators is
checked and not a speck of frost is permitted.

If a room fails the inspection, the occu-
pant has to clean the room again Friday night
and get it re-inspected on Saturday morning.
Therefore, Marines clean every inch of their
room before they can enjoy the weekend.

In my office, too, junior Marines dust
furniture and vacuum the carpet weekly (or

more). Seeing them cleaning is a reminder for

me that it is Thursday.

Conducting field day is essential to ensur-
ing a healthy environment for Marines who
live in large groups in close confines, and
need to maintain readiness at all times.
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Locale have gkasﬁg gmm’
time ot Foster Fright Wight

Hiroko Tamaki

Halloween is said to originate from
the Celtic festival held on Oct. 31, the
night before the Celtic new year. People
believed the spirits of those who died
throughout the year returned that night,
also known as All Hallows” Eve. After
incorporating elements of other autumn
harvest festivals, the tradition crossed the
Atlantic Ocean with massive outflows of
immigrants from Europe to the United
States in the 19th century.

The tradition eventually crossed the
Pacific Ocean and reached Japan a couple
of decades ago, quickly gaining popular-
ity. The Foster Fright Night held Oct.

29 was a great opportunity for Japanese
citizens to enjoy the true flavor of Hal-
loween.

The 6th Annual Foster Fright Night
included a haunted house, an inflatable
bouncy house, games, entertainment and
food concessions. It also featured Trunk
or Treat, a Halloween decorating compe-
tition from the trunks of automobiles.

“This is great. We can't feel this kind
of atmosphere in Japan. When you cross
the fence, all the sudden it’s America,”
said Ichiro Miyauchi, a Tokyo native who
moved to Okinawa with his family four
years ago.

Miyauchi’s family was just one of
many who enjoyed the chance to show off
their costumes.

“It’s fun to see everyone wearing a
full costume,” said Noriko Ura who also
dressed herself and her two children in
costumes.

Ura said this was the second time she

attended the event. She had such a great
time three years ago that she checked this
year’s event details through the internet.

'The event was supported by numerous
volunteer Marines, sailors and civilians
who worked both prior to and on the day
of the event.

“Preparation took a good month,” said
Allan Lee, a coordinator for the event
and antiterrorism officer with Headquar-
ters and Service Battalion, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. “We put up walls (of
the haunted house) all by hand. All work
was done by volunteers.”

“This is a great event that puts together
people off and on base to celebrate and
have a good time together,” said Lance
Cpl. Zachary Palmer, chemical, biological,
radiological and nuclear defense specialist
with 1st Marine Aircraft Wing Head-
quarters Squadron. Palmer ushered in
crowds at the haunted house. The ghost,
monsters and zombies who frightfully
entertained visitors were also volunteers.

“Halloween is a tradition in the
United States, and we want to give a little
bit of the experience to people in Japan,”
said Master Sgt. Octavio Gonzalez, a
haunted-house coordinator and camp
services chief with H&S Bn, MCB
Camp Butler.

One of the highlights for children
was the Halloween candies distributed
at the Trunk or Treat. “We bought
$1,000-worth of candies,” said Col.
Nicholas F. Nanna, the Camp Foster
and Lester commander. “They were gone
very fast, so I went back to the shop and
bought all the candy there. I am glad to
see everybody is having fun.”

(top) Friends from a nursing school dress-up in costumes during the Foster Fright Night held

on October 29. (middle) A Japanese girl smiles as she admires her face painting in the mirror.
(bottom) Visitors order food and drinks in English. (L) 108298 ICfThh/=7+ X% —/1\0O
U4 A MUREL TRABEEROMEES. (P) BFRLETIA ARSI MER
THERGEME. (T) SNFR. RETRAPOCRNYEEXLE.
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Okinanwa high school students teamed up with students from

Kadena and Kubasaki high schools at Kubasaki High School on

Camp Foster for the 2011 Okinawan-American High School Manga

Contest Sept. 17. 9 B17AICF v > 7 - 7+ RI—DINGF

NA RO =)V T201 IEKEREEEI TR b 28 fToh.
 HRBOBBRELATINARI—WEONYENLRO =)
DEFEDF—LZHAE.

Students combine talents at contest

Lance Cpl. Matthew J. Manning

A Saturday spent at school is not normally
considered a fun day for most high school stu-
dents. But for students taking part in the 2011
Okinawan-American High School Manga Con-
test, Saturday at school was filled with laughter,
jokes and art.

Manga is the Japanese word for comic, and
the manga contest held at Kubasaki High School
Sept. 17 provided both Japanese and U.S. students
the opportunity to team together and create
manga posters.

Nine different teams made up of students from
various schools on Okinawa worked together to
create the best art, as judged by their peers and
personnel from the American Consulate General
in Naha.

Students from nine schools participated this
year. In addition to the seven Okinawan high
schools involved in the event, Kubasaki and
Kadena High Schools also joined.

“This is the fifth year this competition has
been held,” said Aya Haemori, a public affairs
assistant with the American Consulate General
in Naha.

However, team composition was slightly dif-

ferent than previous years.

“In past years, teams were split up by schools,”
said Heather Eaton, a public affairs officer with
the American Consulate General in Naha. “This
year, teams consisted of students from various
schools, and each team had one American stu-
dent on it.”

The main reason students were not paired
with fellow schoolmates was to create an addi-
tional challenge in the competition — a language
barrier — as teammates had to communicate in
both Japanese and English.

“I think the contest is better with the schools
split up because in the past the students would
only interact a little during the pizza party after
the contest,” said Haemori. “This way we kind
of force them to interact and try to communicate
with each other because if they don't, they will
not be able to complete their project.”

Once teams were established, they had five
hours to form a design and complete a poster
with this year’s theme of U.S.-Japan cooperation
in disaster-relief efforts.

“Our team decided to draw a picture with a
famous hero from each culture,” said Victoria
Britten, a student at Kubasaki High School. “In
the background, it shows different disasters: a
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tsunami, tornado, earthquake and a typhoon. We
drew Superman and a Japanese samurai running
a three-legged race, which shows how working
together, as a team, they are able to make it
through the disasters that have come their way.”

The picture Britten’s team drew was voted the
contest winner.

Winning the first-place prize was not the
only thing Britten’s team took home at the end
of the day.

“We didn’t know each other so I was nervous
atfirst, but everyone was very nice and we worked
in a friendly atmosphere,” said Akino Fukuji,
a Yomitan High School student. “Our manga
turned out to be what we wanted it to be. We
won because we helped each other.”

“Even though there was a language barrier,
we were still able to understand each other,” said
Britten. “We got to know each other pretty well.
We have alot of similar interests. It turns out that
we watch a lot of the same shows, and we like the
same anime characters.

“This was a great experience,” she stated. “I
like to meet new people, especially those who
speak a different language than me. It was
amazing how we were still able to understand
each other.”



&hts

Ne

HE MWK E f) o i 27 BN
MO K S HI LA O MK OV
B 5 BNERT O~ — KRR
ML 1T AN TR X 0 B D3 IR
B EKSVUNT—ODVUN—L 50
65 QKO S HEEMWE fJ O4°

om=mi -+ ANNFTX&R—

SU TP H I KO —EIE M

NP LA RN AL TINCENL R GCAVA
D NN 4D 5 UK Q0
PONVRINE S SR R0
AR

R—JHREOLNRV HEEI0
W1 TeX Mo iR L Qe MK
EQRER] VS5 HSIKk—MY
MO SNVEXR—CTRE Y NRK
NRXLREQL RSHURKRO  HBIRBIP e#0 L n iR EG uhik
it O WHEWIOBHR—JHRR  OLW°

SMVEBETR KR —RERON oD MEI0e R —gi¢’
S —JREFWE O MRS5S,
O S0 L 460 5 4 < DI - 5K [P 92 5 4
SHEIR-V LMK O 42°

TR BEBRREONRKLEND
TPH VKO —2VURIKR Y™
KO —2RIRQ KRB O
3K PIRG4S
BT TS TMNIRNK L1 4
B[ B[ s Dt | IR 4°

EaYTA K

BREE

BREATFNARO =)V, ONBENARI—=IVDETE

Photos by Lance Cpl. Matthew J. Manning

Refla RO NI
LTt M — O —WwiEv Y
OB ON° SOk LT L LR
DIRTMR B B JOE
VRSN K==V \VUHERl |
<HEH O M S0 N
O BROVEDIER® {
OB O HIWIRE N S
IO N AR O N S bton ] AUHE O 42
S D ILPHIVTKL—2CY

=
 SEDOT-ITHS [REETHICEITIZARGN] 2RORKRA

LTWBRRY —ZBPRRL L,

PRRIEAD

Contest at Kubasaki High School on Camp Foster Sept. 17. 98 17HICF++ 7 -

FHRY—DIONYFNA R =)V TiITbNHXK

Students from Okinawan high schools and Kadena and Kubasaki High Schools

evaluate and vote on the best poster representing U.S.-Japan cooperation in
disaster-relief efforts during the 2011 Okinawan-American High School Manga
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The Camp Kinser community wishes our neighbors in
Urasoe City and the surrounding community happiness in
the coming New Year. The Marines, sailors, civilian work-
ers and the families of Camp Kinser are grateful for the
graciousness of the Okinawan community for all it has done
for us during 2011.

We were able to share our cultures in a variety of settings, highlighted by
events such as the Tedako walk and the Urasoe Tedako Festival. Mayor Gima
of Urasoe City and Chief Oyakawa of the Urasoe Police Department partici-
pated in the Camp Kinser Christmas parade, with local bands and Nishihara
High School displaying their musical talents while providing entertainment
for our families. Additionally, the Marines of Camp Kinser provided the Ura-
soe Police Department with a Marine Corps martial arts demonstration.

Together we enjoyed the annual Kinser Fest hosted aboard the camp,
promoting interaction between our two communities by experiencing each
other’s entertainment and cuisine. Neighboring schools and community
groups continuously tour the camp, with just as many Marines and their fam-
ilies touring the surrounding city, giving us a view into each other’s culture
and customs. The Marines of Camp Kinser have remained active in volunteer-
ing within the surrounding community, contributing to a positive relationship
with the public and perception of our camp.

We extend a special thanks to Urasoe City, Urasoe Police Department,
Urasoe Fire Department, Urasoe Chamber of Commerce and the Urasoe Ro-
tary Club for being instrumental in fostering the cooperative spirit between us.

As both of our communities cross over from this year to the next, we look
forward to new opportunities that will deepen our continued friendship.

Camp Kinssr,
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Service members and
members of the Okinawan
community begin the
5-kilometer run during the
6th Annual Camp Kinser
Open Triathlon July 17.

Photos by Lance Cpl.
Kris Daberkoe

Pfc. Dustin B. Odell assists members of the Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force in conversational English on Camp Kinser Sept. 22.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Courtney G. White

Marines based out of Camp Kinser hang
fish kites over the Aja River for Golden
Week in Urasoe City April 16.

Photos
§ by Lance Cpl. Kris Daberkoe
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MARINE CORPS AIR STATION FUTENMA -
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¥ photos taken with residents of the home.

To our Okinawan friends, Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma wishes to extend a heartfelt “Shin-nen Ake-
mashite Omedeto Gozaimas!”

Having arrived on Okinawa six months ago as the
new commanding officer of MCAS Futenma, I have been
overwhelmed by the Okinawan hospitality and friendship
extended to my family and I. It is readily apparent that our
partnership with the Japanese continues to strengthen as
we move forward into a new year. Aboard MCAS Futen-
ma, the Marines, sailors, and civilian employees
remain committed to sustaining this relationship,
especially with our great neighbors in Ginowan City.

‘The unfortunate events that unfolded following
the earthquake and tsunami on mainland Japan this year bound our
two nations together in a collective humanitarian effort that provided
assistance to the victims of this disaster. Units aboard MCAS Futenma
take great pride in being able to rapidly support the rescue and re-
covery efforts of our Japanese friends. Working side by side with our
Japanese partners, this combined effort was testimony to our enduring
U.S.-Japan alliance.

As this year closes, we look forward to new opportunities to expand
our friendship with the local community. From my wife Michele and I,
we wish all a joyous and prosperous New Year!

Pete De La Rosa takes
off at the beginning of

Annual Traffic Safety ©

Campaign relay race opening of the 22nd
Jan. 22.
and Industrial Festival
Nov. 26. i
Photos by Lance I
Cpl. Jovane M. Holland
Photo by La

Brianna R. Turner

Marines cut glass and remove debris around
§ the Okinawa Chuo-lkusei-En Home for the
Disabled Oct. 7. (above) Marines have their

Photos by Lance Cpl. Michael lams

Col. James G. Flynn cuts
the ribbon with officials
of Ginowan City at the

MCAS Futonma

Col. James G. Flynn gives a briefing to Foreign
Minister Koichiro Genba about Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma Oct. 19.

Photos by Staff Sgt.Michael A. Freeman
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Greetingsirom{CamplCommanders|

Camp Leater
Camp Foster

CAMPS FOSTER & LESTER
;ga*vy7'712§—&V1ﬁ—

Marines from Camp Foster visit Kitamae
Elementary School to play with students
and read stories for them in English Oct. 19.

On behalf of the Marines, sailors, soldiers, airmen, dependants and ci-
vilian workers here at Camp Foster and Camp Lester, permit me to wish our
Okinawan friends and neighbors a happy, peaceful and prosperous New Year.

This past year was both a time of great sorrow and a period of great
cooperation as the camps and the Marines stationed here stood side by
side with our Japanese hosts to support them in their hour of need after
the catastrophic events of last March. We supported relief operations and
were prepared to support any needs which might have arisen here on this
island paradise. After the sad events of March, we here at Camps Foster and
Lester participated in meetings with the various communities surrounding
us to determine how we might further cooperate in the future to mutually
support any operations to ensure the safety and security of all residents. This
planning was demonstrated during a building fire that took place in October
when Marine Corps Base Fire and Emergency Services responded to assist
in suppression operations along with the brave firefighters of the surround-
ing community.

As always, a new year will bring us all new challenges and opportunities,
which we will strive to meet in the spirit of cooperation and friendship that
has been strengthened by meeting the challenges of the current year. We all
look forward to increasing the deep bonds of friendship with our hosts here
on our Pacific Pearl island of Okinawa. My wife Joanne and I wish each and
every individual the best of their dreams and aspirations for the New Year.

Marines clean the
Chatan seawall
area April 15.
Approximately
50 volunteers
participated this
day.

Photo by
Hiroko Tomimura

Marines visit Shuwa-

en, a home for mentally

and physically disabled
children, to interact with
the residents Oct. 12. Camp
Foster organizes visits to
Shuwa-en on a regular basis. |

Photo courtesy of Shuwa-en |

Photos
courtesy of Kitamae Elementary School
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CAMPS COURTNEY & MCTUREOUS
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American and Okinawan children crowd around a control panel
to push the buttons that will turn on the strands of light that
make up the Christmas tree at Camp Courtney's main gate Dec.
2

Photo by Gunnery Sgt. Cindy Fisher

On behalf of the Marines, sailors and families of Camps Court-
ney and McTureous, I would like to wish each of you a Happy New
Year.

This past year, we forged a strong bond of friendship with our
Okinawan neighbors and friends. During Operation Tomodachi
we stood shoulder to shoulder with you to provide relief to those
affected by the March 11 tsunami. In happier times, we helped the
residents of Uruma City clean up the Tengan River, participated in
drive-safe campaigns, and taught English language classes. Each
of these opportunities brings us closer together as neighbors and
friends.

Okinawa is a land of many festivals, and I hope that each of
you enjoyed the Uruma City festival and the Camp Courtney
Christmas festival as much as our Marines and families did. These
cultural exchanges are an excellent way for us to get to know each
other. We also enjoyed seeing the smiles of the Okinawan children
when we opened the gates of Camp McTureous for trick-or-treat for
Halloween on Oct. 31.

Finally, I wish each of you happiness, prosperity and good
health throughout the New Year.

Lance Cpl. Andrew Rubio
Jr., left, passes debris |
to Lance Cpl. George §

Lemmer |1l while cleaning [
the overgrown banks
of the Tengan River in |-

Uruma City April 24.
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Ichiro Umehara, left, community relations specialist,
and Col. Robert C. Clements, then camp commander
of Camp Courtney, receive letters of appreciation
at Shioya sub-village hall on behalf of the many
community relations events the camp’s Marines
supported.

Photo by Gunnery Sgt. Cindy Fisher

www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html « A 57585 . 2012FF K& . 7



Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu.

Each New Year brings with it the promise of new opportunities
and a sense of optimism for the future. It also gives us a chance to
reflect on the past year and look for ways to better ourselves and our
community in the coming year. The New Year is also an opportu-
nity to start new relationships or renew old friendships, as well as
celebrate our collective achievements while rededicating ourselves to
finding solutions to difficult challenges.

This past year witnessed several achievements in the Camp Han-
sen and Kin Town area. In August, the Gimbaru Training Area was
returned to the Okinawan people. Additionally, construction of a
joint American-Okinawan fire training facility was finished on Camp
Hansen, and an updated mutual support agreement was developed
between the Camp Hansen and Kin Town fire departments. Both of
these initiatives are expected to improve public safety for the camp
and surrounding communities. Road improvement projects along
Route 104 associated with the Okukubi Dam construction will
eventually link Camp Hansen directly with the Central Training
Area, reducing congestion on local roads. These projects are just a few
examples of how Camp Hansen is working with the local community
to enhance the quality of life for everyone on Okinawa.

Over the past year, it has been a pleasure working with the local
communities on projects of mutual interest. As we move into the
New Year, I look forward to another year of noteworthy achievements
between our communities. On behalf of the Marines, sailors and ci-
vilian employees of Camp Hansen, I wish everyone a happy, prosper-
ous and peaceful New Year.

Women's Group Sept. 17.

Photo coutesy of Takayuki Kayo

i} Hansen July 6.

by Lance Cpl. Mark W. Stroud

{ Col. David P. Olszowy, Camp Hansen
commander, congratulates a member of
the Kin Town team after a game during the
friendship softball tournament on Camp

Col. David P. Olszowy, center, places mortar around
a cornerstone with other distinguished guests
during a cornerstone burial ceremony at Okukubi
Dam Feb. 26.

Sk Photos by Cpl. Dengrier M. Baez
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Marines and residents of the Hikariga-Oka Nursing Home
enjoy a meal in celebration of the Thanksgiving holiday
Nov. 17.

Photo

Photos by Lance Cpl. Michael lams



I wish to extend my wishes for a happy New Year to all of you!

Over the past year, we reaffirmed the bonds of trust and friend-
ship with our friends and neighbors throughout Okinawa, especial-
ly in the Henoko District and Nago City. We also endured some
harsh typhoons and heavy rains, but nothing brought us closer
together than the awful earthquake on the mainland. It reaffirms
that our relationship is stronger than ever, and we are here for each
other.

In my service as the Camp Schwab commander for the past 18
months, my family and I have been fortunate to witness the rich
aspect of local culture and tradition. The Hare dragon boat races
highlighted our involvement in many of Henoko’s events to include
the Okinawan sumo wrestling tournament.

Throughout the year, we conducted multiple educational pro-
grams that allowed us to help teach conversational English to 490
children at 14 public kindergartens in Nago City and to 35 adult
students in the weekly class on the camp. We also were pleased to
invite and share Christmas joy with nearly 150 children from He-
noko as part of our 30th Camp Schwab/USO Christmas Children’s
Day. Earlier in the year, I was honored to be at the grand opening
of the new Okinawa Defense Bureau Nago office.

As we take great pride in being the 11th residential section of
Henoko, we will continue to have dialogue with the citizens of
Henoko and our other Okinawan friends for mutual betterment in
the coming year.

We wish all of you a prosperous New Year filled with great joy
and happiness.

CAMP SCHWAB -
Fy T eTag—7

EHRPEL SIEOTHRS

Camp Schwab
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Members of the Ill Marine Expeditionary
Force Band perform for Marines and residents
of Henoko at the 30th Camp Schwab/USO
Christmas Children’s Day Dec. 3.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Erik S. Brooks Jr.

Marines play board games with
residents at the Nagomi Nursing Home
for Children during a visit Nov. 25.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Kris Daberkoe

Marines celebrate as they cross the finish line during the
annual Henoko Hare boat races July 10. The Marines were one
of six teams from Marine units on Camp Schwab.

Photo by Cpl. Anthony Ward Jr.
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MAj. GEN. PETER J. TALLERI
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Happy New Year to the readers of the Big Circle! It is my
great pleasure to extend my greetings to the people of Okinawa
where I have spent a total of 10 years, collectively. My first as-
signment to the island was in 1986, and this is my fourth tour.
My wife Deborah and I truly enjoy our experience here.

2011 posed tremendous hardships to the people in Japan. Af-
ter the tragedy in March, U.S. Forces quickly conducted Opera-
tion Tomodachi to support one of our closest friends and allies.
Here on Okinawa, too, our Marines and sailors stood up to do
our part in the relief effort. We were amazed by the resilience of
Japanese people and felt honored to work closely with national
and local authorities, non-governmental organizations and citi-
zens. This cooperation demonstrated how strong our ties are.
This past summer, we invited children from Oshima to Okinawa
to reaffirm our commitment for continuous support.

Last year marked a new development in the history of the
U.S. Marine Corps. Marine Corps Installations Pacific was
established in October following deactivation of Marine Corps
Bases Japan.

MCB]J was a dual responsibility of the III Marine Expedition-
ary Force commanding general, requiring him to devote his
time and efforts on both installation and operational demands.
With MCBJ now deactivated, he can now focus on his opera-
tional mission while MCIPAC, which I command, serves as the
single, regional authority for accountability of regional installa-
tion management.

Although the organizational structure changed, our dedica-
tion for building positive relationship with surrounding com-
munities remains the same. I look forward to more opportuni-
ties to deepen our friendship with our Okinawan neighbors. I
wish all of you happiness and prosperity throughout the coming
year.
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Happy New Year. I would like to extend my sincere
greetings to Marines, civilians, their families and the
readers of Big Circle as they welcome a glorious New
Year filled with hope.

Many citizens of Okinawa know about and ap-
preciate the various volunteer works Marines and
civilians on Okinawa vigorously engage in, including
English teaching programs, visits to nursing homes
and beach clean-ups. Such activities are an important
element in building trust with local residents and
support positive Japan-U.S. relations. I hope you
will continue those activities and further deepen the
mutual understanding with people in the local com-
munities.

I hope the relationship between members of the
Marine Corps community and citizens of Okinawa
will be further enhanced throughout the coming
year.

May the New Year be bright and peaceful.
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The front cover of the Big Circle winter 2012
features the winning poster drawn by a team
of Japanese and American high school students
during the Okinawa-American High School
Manga Contest Sept. 17. This year's theme

was “US-Japan cooperation in disaster relief
efforts.” [KE/5ER] 2SORKEE. 9A17
BICITohHASREEEI VTR MOE
BtER. 9FEDOT—I(d. [KEEESHC
BIFBEKREGNI o7k

Photo by Lance Cpl. Matthew J. Manning
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New Year’s greetings from Big Circle

Happy New Year! I wish all the best for
the Big Circle readership in 2012.

We would like to take this opportunity
to express my sincere gratitude to all of
you who read and supported our magazine
last year.

As a Big Circle tradition, the first edi-
tion of the year features New Year’s greet-
ings from commanders of the six Marine
Corps bases on Okinawa, Okinawa Pre-
fectural Governor Hirokazu Nakaima and
Maj. Gen. Peter J. Talleri, the command-

ing general of Marine Corps Installations
Pacific, formerly Marine Corps Bases
Japan, which activated in October.

To help our readers better understand
the Marine Corps camps, this year each
camp is featured on a page with photos
that showcase the friendship between
the camp and its surrounding communi-
ties. Although each camp has its own
distinguished role and capability, all six
have one thing in common -- they are
committed to building and maintaining a

strong relationship with their neighbors.
'The photos tell you that local citizens
and status of forces agreement personnel
visit each other to share time and experi-
ences together more often than you may
imagine.

'The New Year brings hope for the fu-
ture. It also brings challenges. One of the
things we learned last year in particular
is that just another ordinary day is a gift.
Let’s enjoy each precious moment and
overcome challenges together.
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Oki—-Am Kai donates bikes

Lt. Gen. Kenneth J. Glueck and Sadao Kudaka present a new bicycle to
Staff Sgt. Angelico A. Carranza, who works with Marine Corps Toys for Tots,
during the Oki-Am Kai’s holiday social held at the Laguna Garden Hotel
Dec. 6. Oki-Am Kai is comprised of Okinawan businessmen and leaders

of U.S. forces. They raised ¥160,000 since last November and donated 16
bicycles to Toys for Tots. The donation benefited local orphanages, single
parent charities and schools for the disabled, as well as select service
member's children. 12A6HIC5 5 FH —F »RTFIVTIThN /0K
AMRDIYRRAN=T4—T, 7oV -A- VI Y_EHEEE
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5Nz, Photo by Lance Cpl. Brianna Turner
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